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On March 26, 2005, Mike lost his life while
fighting to defend America in Afghanistan. His
military vehicle, with the 76th Infantry Brigade,
Army National Guard, Indianapolis, struck a
land mine 30 miles west of Kabul, Afghanistan
claiming his life and the lives of three other In-
diana Army National Guard.

At his home in Bluffton, Indiana he was
known as a loving husband and father. He
was a member of the Bluffton Fire Department
and he will not soon be forgotten by this griev-
ing community of Bluffton, which will say
goodbye to him this week. According to his
wife Dawn, “Mike very much believed in the
cause for which he gave his life. His entire
family and friends have supported him in his
endeavors.”

| rise to offer my deepest condolences to his
wife, Dawn; his two children, Emily and Adam;
his parents Thomas and Kay Hiester; his two
sisters, Megan and Michele; his nephews
Casey, Jesse, Kyle and Jared; his niece
Carley; and all those across northeastern Indi-
ana and all of our state who cherish the mem-
ory of this hero.

Master Sergeant Michael Hiester is a hero,
whose service and sacrifice bolstered the
hopes of millions of Americans and Afghanis.
The memory of his sacrifice and service will
forever be emblazoned on the hearts of two
grateful nations.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. BARBARA LEE

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 5, 2005

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, | voted in favor of H.
Con. Res. 18 and H. Con. Res. 32.

Mr. Speaker, | agree with the sentiments
that these resolutions advance. There is no
doubt that there must be an end to brutal
human rights violations against the Syrian
people and that a Syrian-occupied Lebanon
poses a threat to the stability of the Middle
East.

However, Mr. Speaker, | am firm in my be-
lief that we must find a peaceful, nonmilitary
solution to foster peace in the Middle East.

These resolutions, while overwhelmingly ap-
proved by the House, must not be cited as
tacit approval for any future preemptive mili-
tary action against Syria.

———
RECOGNIZING THE 100TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF ROTARY INTER-
NATIONAL
HON. ED CASE
OF HAWAII

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, April 5, 2005

Mr. CASE. Mr. Speaker, | wish today to ex-
press my unqualified support for House Reso-
lution 55, reprinted below and of which | am
a proud cosponsor, recognizing the 100th an-
niversary of Rotary International, and in doing
so to acknowledge the truly inspiring work of
generations and millions of Rotarians over the
last century.

Mr. Speaker, can there be a better example
of selfless public service than that of Rotary
International? From humble beginnings in Chi-

cago in 1905, the world’s first service club
now claims 1.2 million Rotarians in some
31,000 Rotary clubs in 166 countries. And it
has found a special home in my own great
State of Hawaii, with 41 clubs operating in all
four counties, from Hanalei Bay to Hilo Bay.

The secret of Rotary International’s success
is that it evokes our innermost desire to give
back to our worldwide community, as captured
in its motto: Service Above Self. Its now fa-
mous Four-Way Test—lIs it the truth? Is it fair
to all concerned? Will it build goodwill and bet-
ter friendships? Will it be beneficial to all con-
cerned?—is a lighthouse not only for its own
efforts but for those of all of us.

One hundred years of individual, commu-
nity, statewide and countrywide projects have
solidified Rotary International’s reputation and
collectively earned it widespread recognition.
But no project better exemplifies the spirit,
success and potential of Rotary International
than PolioPlus, its partnership with the World
Health Organization, United Nations Children’s
Fund, and Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention to eradicate the scourge of polio
from the face of our earth.

Most of us of adult age in our country re-
member the polio scares and tragedies of dec-
ades past, but we do not regard polio as a
credible threat to our own children due to
widespread immunization and other advances.
That is not true universally: polio still exists
and strikes randomly, especially in South Asia
and Africa.

In 1985, Rotary International undertook a
truly breathtaking endeavor: to eliminate polio
through universal immunization. And with its
partners in the U.S. Agency for International
Development’s Polio Eradication Initiative—
and funding from many governments including
$260 million since 1996 of our own—it has
brought polio to its knees: 1988’s 350,000
cases internationally are today’s couple hun-
dred.

But we all know that the last few steps of
any marathon are often the hardest, and so it
is with polio. | certainly saw the challenges in
my trip last year to Afghanistan—one of just
six countries where polio is still endemic—
where the challenges in simply reaching some
of the most remote and isolated communities
in our world are staggering.

Yet with the end so near Rotary Inter-
national’s efforts have been redoubled, and |
want to tell you about just one inspiring con-
tribution: that of Rotarian Bob “Motorcycle
Bob” Mutchler and his wife, Patti. For the last
seven years Bob, himself a victim of polio, and
Patti have undertaken several marathon mo-
torcycle rides across our country and world to
highlight PolioPlus and raise funds for polio’s
endgame.

Bob and Patti recently kicked off their last
PolioPlus Ride, the “Centennial Ride”, in our
Hawaii, aiming to cover all fifty states ending
in Alaska this summer. On Tuesday, March
15th, they and local Rotarians and other well-
wishers started their engines in my hometown
of Hilo and set off on the first leg of their latest
adventure, a trip around my Big Island, fol-
lowed by rides around Maui and Kauai and
capped by a journey around Oahu on Satur-
day, March 26th, which | was honored to start.
They’re now off riding the Mainland, taking our
aloha with them; you can follow their journey
at www.polioplusride.org. where Patti’s keep-
ing a journal.

Bob and Patti Mutchler exemplify the spirit
of Rotary International, as did Mike Nelson,
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President of the Rotary Club of Volcano on
the Island of Hawaii. Mike embraced the
Mutchlers’ efforts and chaired their Centennial
Ride in Hawaii. Tragically, he lost his life in an
auto accident on February 23rd; the ride was
dedicated to him, and we remember him with
the deepest appreciation and admiration as
representing the true essence of Rotary.

Mr. Speaker, what an incredible century Ro-
tary International has had, epitomizing the
very best of our country, our world and our
human race. We pause, in House Resolution
55, for a brief moment to recognize and honor
Rotary’s achievements, but | know that Rotar-
ians everywhere, while appreciating our ac-
tions on behalf of all of our citizens, would
have us move beyond as soon as possible to
the remaining and urgent tasks at hand.

Mabhalo, and aloha!

TRIBUTE TO SAUL STERN

HON. BENJAMIN L. CARDIN

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 5, 2005

Mr. CARDIN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
pay special tribute to Saul Stern who will re-
ceive the Project Interchange Am Yisrael Chai
Award on May 25, 2005. Saul Stern has
worked tirelessly on behalf of Project Inter-
change to provide American political and civic
leaders with a first-hand look at the vibrant de-
mocracy of Israel. His efforts have increased
the understanding of many American leaders
of the special bond shared by the United
States and the State of Israel.

Saul has made involvement with inter-
national, national and local Jewish and secular
communal affairs a lifetime commitment. Over
the years, Saul has accompanied many polit-
ical and military leaders to Israel to help edu-
cate them about the complex issues affecting
Israel. A passionate supporter of Project Inter-
change, he believes that the most effective
way to help people understand the value of
the U.S.-Israeli relationship is by becoming a
true eyewitness to life in Israel.

| hope my colleagues in the U.S. House of
Representatives will join me in saluting Saul
Stern for his commitment and dedication to
fostering understanding between the United
States and Israel.

——————

FREEDOM FOR RICARDO SILVA
GUAL

HON. LINCOLN DIAZ-BALART

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 5, 2005

Mr. LINCOLN DIAZ-BALART of Florida. Mr.
Speaker, | rise today to speak about Ricardo
Silva Gual, a political prisoner in totalitarian
Cuba.

Dr. Silva Gual is a Medical Doctor and
member of the Christian Liberation Movement.
He believes that the men and women of Cuba
deserve freedom, democracy, and basic
human rights. Dr. Silva Gaul is dedicated to
bringing liberty to Cuba and ending the night-
mare that is the Castro regime.

Because of his belief in the non-negotiable
rights of all people to freedom, democracy and
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human rights, Dr. Silva Gaul was arrested by
the dictatorship on March 18, 2003. This hei-
nous arrest was a part of the regime’s March
2003, deplorable, island-wide crackdown on
peaceful pro-democracy activists. In a sham
trial, Dr. Silva Gaul was sentenced to 10 years
in the totalitarian gulag.

According to cubapp.info, while imprisoned
in a repugnant dungeon Dr. Silva Gual de-
clared a hunger strike to protest the inhuman
treatment of political prisoners in Castro’s
gulag. It has also been reported that Dr. Silva
Gual has been transferred to a maximum se-
curity section where the conditions are even
harsher.

Dr. Silva Gual, despite being imprisoned,
despite facing even more severe maltreatment
in the inhuman gulag, continues to advocate
for liberty. Dr. Silva Gual is a brilliant example
of the heroism of the Cuban people. No matter
how intense the repression, no matter how
horrifically brutal the consequences of a dig-
nified struggle for liberty, the totalitarian gulags
are full of men and women of all backgrounds
and ages who represent the best of the Cuban
nation.

Mr. Speaker, we must speak out and act
against this abominable disregard for human
rights, human dignity, and human freedom just
90 miles from our shore. My Colleagues, we
must demand the immediate and unconditional
release of Ricardo Silva Gual and every polit-
ical prisoner in totalitarian Cuba.

—

RECOGNIZING THE CONTRIBU-
TIONS OF SAUL RAMIREZ

HON. HENRY CUELLAR

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 5, 2005

Mr. CUELLAR. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Saul Ramirez for his commitment to
serving the citizens of Laredo, Texas.

Saul Ramirez began his career as a Laredo
City Council Member in 1982. He has held a
number of positions in local government, and
his contributions to town and country have
helped transform Laredo into an international
center of commerce.

As the Assistant Secretary for Community
Planning and Development, he handled major
federal neighborhood revitalization, economic
development, and homelessness programs
within the Department of Housing and Urban
Development. As Assistant Secretary he
oversaw rehabilitation programs such as Com-
munity Block Grant, Hope for Ownership of
Single Family Homes, Home Investment Part-
nership, and various other programs that es-
tablish funding for housing and support serv-
ices.

Among other accomplishments in his distin-
guished career, Mr. Ramirez created the La-
redo Affordable Housing Finance Corporation
in 1990. He has worked hard to help some of
Laredo’s poorest neighborhoods. Working to
improve housing in the Laredo community,
Saul Ramirez’s tireless efforts ensure that our
citizens have a decent place to live.

A former mayor of Laredo, Mr. Ramirez is
no stranger to the unique needs of his com-
munity. Serving at a time of great community
growth, he has helped to provide guidance
and leadership for our changing city.

Saul Ramirez is the recipient of numerous
honors and awards, including Newsweek Mag-
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azine’s “25 Most Dynamic Mayors” in 1996.
He has served as Director of the National As-
sociation of Housing and Redevelopment Offi-
cials, as a Board Member of the U.S. Council
of Mayors, and with the Texas Municipal
League.

Mr. Speaker, | am proud to have this oppor-
tunity to recognize the important contributions
of Saul Ramirez. His hard work and commu-
nity dedication have helped to transform La-
redo into the city it is today.

HONORING NEAL MCBRIDE
HON. TOM DAVIS

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 5, 2005

Mr. TOM DAVIS of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to congratulate Neal McBride for
being recognized as 2005 Citizen of the Year
by the Mount Vernon Council of Citizens’ As-
sociations. This special honor is truly well-de-
served.

Mr. McBride has been an active member of
the community within the South County region
since the late 1980’s. He has served as the
chair or coordinator for numerous civic groups
including the South Run Coalition, South
County Schools Alliance, the Laurel Hill Devel-
opment and Arts Center and the Cold War
Museum. In addition, McBride has also served
as an officer with the Federation of Lorton
Communities and Newington Forest Commu-
nity Association. He is director-at-large of the
Occoquan Watershed Coalition, a member of
the Lorton Heritage Society, a Lorton Arts
Foundation Advisory panelist and a member of
the Laurel Hill Planning Task Force.

In 2003, Mr. McBride was honored by the
Fairfax County Board of Supervisors with the
title of “Lord Fairfax.” Mr. McBride, a retired
health care management specialist with the
U.S. Department of Veterans’ Affairs, has lived
in South Springfield since 1981.

Mr. Speaker, in closing, | would like to ex-
press my gratitude to Neal McBride for all of
his efforts on behalf of the Mount Vernon
area. He has served his community well, truly
meriting recognition. | call upon my colleagues
to join me in applauding Mr. McBride’s past
accomplishments and in wishing him the best
of luck in all future endeavors.

————

HONORING LANCE CORPORAL
NICHOLAS DAVID LARSON

HON. HENRY J. HYDE

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 5, 2005

Mr. HYDE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to pay
tribute to Marine Lance Corporal Nicholas
David Larson of Wheaton, lllinois. Corporal
Larson was killed on November 9, 2004 when
his unit took fire from terrorists in the Al Anbar
Province, Irag. Nick was killed in the ensuing
firefight. He had been serving in Iraq since
mid June 2004 and his tour was set to end in
January 2005.

Lance Corporal Larson was 14 years old
when he did more than 100 push-ups for a re-
cruiter. Nicholas told his mother after 9/11 that
he joined the Marines because “I just want to
make a difference.”
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He began his service after graduating from
Wheaton North High School in 2003. He was
assigned to Company L, 3rd Battalion, 1st Ma-
rine Regiment, Regimental Combat Team 1,
1st Marine Division, Camp Pendleton, CA.
Corporal Larson followed in the footsteps of
his father, who served in the Navy.

Teachers and administrators at Wheaton
North High School described Nicholas as quiet
and focused and an intense student. And al-
ways knowing he wanted to be a Marine.

Lance Corporal Larson was a young man of
only 19 when he made the ultimate sacrifice in
service to his country. Our deepest sym-
pathies to his beloved family: David and Anne
Larson, and his sister Katie Larson. The entire
community joins in mourning Nicholas’s loss.

We honor the memory of Lance Corporal
Nicholas David Larson and the dedication and
bravery with which he served our nation and
the people of Iraq.

———

IN HONOR OF MR. BENJAMIN DE
LA SELVA

HON. SAM FARR

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 5, 2005

Mr. FARR. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Mr. Benjamin “Ben” De La Selva. Ben
was born in Somoto, Nicaragua, in 1939. He
immigrated to the United States in 1961, sub-
sequently serving in the U.S. Army for six and
a half years. In the mid 1960s he studied
French and Polish at the Defense Language
Institute, DLI, and then served a year in Viet-
nam (1966-67) with the 173rd Airborne as
Prisoner of War interrogator and French lin-
guist. Ben was in Dakto, Central Highlands, at
the onset of one of the Vietnam War’s blood-
iest battles. After leaving the military and get-
ting a college education through the Gi Bill,
Ben was hired at DLI, where he occupied nu-
merous positions from 1972 to 2005.

During his rise from teacher to dean at DLI,
Ben trained thousands of military linguists,
guided several generations of language teach-
ers, and mentored many supervisors and
managers who now occupy leadership posi-
tions. Moreover, he supervised every DLI lan-
guage program and participated in the devel-
opment of much needed Spanish, Chinese,
Korean, and Arabic curricula. During the last
20 consecutive years, Ben served as dean of
every DLI resident school, a credit to his solid
leadership qualities. As a dean, he partici-
pated in several pioneering initiatives including
Team Teaching, the Faculty Personnel Sys-
tem, and the introduction of up-to-date teach-
ing methods. Likewise, Ben was at the fore-
front of DLI's giant leap to modem-day tech-
nology. Ben retired on January 3rd, 2005, but
is still associated with the U.S. government in
his capacity as President of the DLl Alumni
Association, a non-profit organization he
founded in November 2001.

Mr. Speaker, Ben is an excellent example of
the immigrant young man who arrives in the
USA with a high school diploma, serves in the
military, gets an education through the GI Bill,
pursues and flourishes in a governmental ca-
reer, and 40 years later retires with an impec-
cable and distinguished record. Ben truly be-
lieves he has achieved the American dream.
He exemplifies the highest aspirations of this
nation. | am proud to honor him today.
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